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Office of the Superintendent Dr. John E. Durkin Administration Building Tel. (508) 799-3115
Melinda J. Boone, Ed.D. 20 Irving Street FAX (508) 799-3119
Superintendent Worcester, Massachusetts 01609-2493 boone@worc.k12.ma.us

To: Members of the Worcester School Committee
From: Melinda J. Boone, Superintendent

Date: February 26, 2015

Subject: FY15 Budget Status — 9c State Budget Reductions

Earlier this month, Governor Baker announced a series of state budget cuts (so-called “9C” reductions) to
address the projected FY 15 state budget deficit. Overall, there are reductions in funding for elementary
and secondary school appropriations totaling $16.6 million. These reductions are in addition to the $34.4
million in 9C cuts made by Governor Patrick to DESE’s budget last November.

For DESE’s accounts, the 9C cuts will mean reductions in the Department’s administrative spending; the
cancellation of some new grant awards; and some reductions in already scheduled grant and
reimbursement payments to districts. The following page represents the reductions and impact on funding
to the Worcester Public Schools totaling $495,602.

In addition to the attached reductions there are other reductions included for education as follows as
mentioned in the February 5, 2015 memo:

. The reduction in special education reimbursement (so-called “circuit breaker funding™) will not
impact reimbursements to districts this year. The entire reduction has been taken from the earmark amount
to DESE and not the portion for districts. The FY15 reimbursement is based on 72% (of the 75% statutory
amount).

. There will be a reduction in charter school reimbursement. The state is currently funding charter
reimbursement at 60% of the full funding requirement. It appears that the new funding amount will
provide 55% reimbursement, but the impact on individual districts may be different depending on how
the reimbursement is applied to the state formula. The reduction in charter school reimbursement will
reduce the amount of aid to the City of Worcester general fund budget, and while although it will not
directly impact the WPS FY 15 budget, it will impact the city’s funding for education.

If you have any questions regarding these state budget reductions and impact on the district, please contact
me, Marco Rodrigues, or Brian Allen.
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