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Worcester Data for 20 years

Data Source: Worcester Police Department Reported Incidents 
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Count of Heroin/Opiate Overdoses by Age Group,
Oct 2014-Sep 2015, Worcester, MA

Data Source: Worcester Police Department Reported Incidents 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Per Tiana) It’s very much what you’d expect. With very few exceptions the 21-30 year age category consistently came out on top, followed by the 31-40 year olds, then 41-50 and 51-60. The overall age range for the past year is 15-67, and the average age is 35.5 years. I’ve included the raw data as well in case you want to work out any additional math. If you notice there are a handful missing it’s because I excluded the incidents where the age of the victim was unknown (there were 10 of these). 
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Why Age Matters

9 in 10 people who have a diagnosable substance use 
disorder began to smoke, drink, and/or use other drugs 

before age 18
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Regional Response to Addiction Partnership 
(RRAP)
 RRAP is a coalition made up of Central 

Massachusetts municipal 
representatives and community 
members mobilizing to prevent and 
treat addiction and promote wellness.

 These partners are achieving this goal 
by implementing prevention, 
treatment, and recovery strategies, 
which promote healthy, safe, and 
supportive environments.

Convening the Community
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Prevention of Opioid Misuse
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Safe Medication Storage 
and Disposal
 All adults that have opioids in the home 

should keep them in a locked box and do 
pill counts. Adolescents should always be 
closely supervised when taking opioids.

 Most communities have installed a 
disposal box in the police department. 

 These local communities have a disposal 
box: Auburn, Grafton, Holden, Leicester, 
Millbury, Paxton, West Boylston, Worcester
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Worcester Saving Lives

• In Worcester, the number of overdoses reported annually through
911 calls has increased every year since 2006.

• There were a total of 1,020 overdoses recorded by the Worcester
Police Department in 2015 with 38 of those being fatal.

Nasal Naloxone Administered in 2015:
• Worcester Police Department:  54 reversals / 61 doses
• Worcester Fire Department:  157 reversals / 201 doses
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Responding to 
Opioid Overdose 
in Municipal Buildings

• An overdose is a medical
emergency where response time is
critical

• Add an overdose response policy
to official safety or emergency
handbooks or manuals

• Identify and train staff that will
respond in the event of an opioid
overdose

• Have Nasal Naloxone easily
accessible such as in a First Aid or
AED Kit or carried by specific staff
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Where to get Nasal Naloxone 

Where the public can get Nasal Naloxone (Narcan):
• Free training and Narcan kit at Learn To Cope meetings

• Free training and Narcan kit at AIDS Project Worcester

• Purchase Narcan at CVS, call for price and stock

• Purchase Narcan at Walgreens, call for price and stock
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Learn2Cope.org 
 Learn to Cope is a support group for parents and 

family members dealing with a loved one addicted 
to heroin, Oxycontin and other drugs and alcohol.

 Every chapter of Learn to Cope holds weekly 
meetings run by experienced facilitators who have 
been there. These meetings offer support, 
education, resources, and most importantly HOPE 
for recovery. 

 Meetings in Worcester every Thursday at 7pm 

 Please contact Terri Nabulsi at (508) 873-3968 or 
tnabulsi77@hotmail.com with any questions.
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Let’s Work Together 
 To join the Regional Response To Addiction 

Partnership (RRAP) contact:
 diehlb@worcesterma.gov , 508-799-1768

 Have questions or looking for additional 
resources:
 Cassandra Andersen
 andersenc@worcesterma.gov
 857-208-9303
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