
Worcester Public Schools 
FY 21 BUDGET UPDATE:  FINAL ADOPTED BUDGET 

December 1, 2020 

As part of the tax rate setting process, the City Council has adopted a final FY21 Budget for the City 
of Worcester, including the budget for the Worcester Public Schools.   This action finalizes the FY21 
General Fund Budget.  The only change to the appropriation that can now occur would be related to 
any mid-year state budget reductions (known as 9c cuts).    

The original budget approved in June used the initial budget amounts as presented by the Governor in 
January 2020.  The House and Senate did not release a state budget version until Fall 2020.  The 
Governor provided updated budget estimates in July and October.  All recent versions of the state 
budget used the same amounts for Chapter 70 State Aid and tuition assessments, but different amounts 
for charter school reimbursement.  The final adopted budget reflects the Senate version of charter 
school reimbursement.    

The final state funding commitment only includes Chapter 70 increases for inflation and enrollment 
only, that while will keep all school districts at foundation, the budget does not include any of the 
funding for the phase-in of the Student Opportunity Act.   

The following is the General Fund Budget as originally adopted compared to the final FY21 General 
Fund Budget based on the Worcester City Council action as part of the city’s tax rate setting process:  

Original 
Adopted Budget 

(June 2020) 

Final Adopted 
Budget 

(December 
2020) 

Change from 
Original 
Budget 

General Fund Revenue 
 Chapter 70 State Aid (Total) $293,503,420 $277,395,997 -$16,107,423 
 Charter School Reimbursement $4,490,822 $3,007,423 -$1,483,399 
 Total City Contribution $123,327,975 $123,327,975 $0 

Total General Fund Revenue $421,322,217 $403,731,395 -$17,590,822 

Less Tuition Assessments: 
 Charter School Tuition Assessment $29,496,484 $28,085,167 -$1,411,317 
 School Choice Tuition Assessment $3,176,771 $3,045,212 -$131,559 
 Special Education Revenue Offset $193,758 $202,348 $8,590 

Total Tuition Assessments $32,867,013 $31,332,727 -$1,534,286 
TOTAL GENERAL FUND BUDGET: $388,455,204 $372,398,668 -$16,056,536 

Again, the School Committee has already approved, and the Administration has implemented changes 
to the budget to reflect all of these budget reductions.  School Committee approval is needed at this 
time to adopt the final FY21 Budget as approved by the Worcester City Council.  The account level 
details of the budget reductions are attached reflecting changes already implemented based on prior 
School Committee actions.     



Account Account Title Adopted
Reduced 

Appropriation Final Budget
500-91110 Administration Salaries $14,249,909 -$241,441 $14,008,468
500-91111 Teacher Salaries $185,342,212 -$4,554,773 $180,787,439
500-91112 School Committee Salaries $98,628 $98,628
500-91114 Teacher Substitutes Salaries $2,439,515 -$324,318 $2,115,197
500-91115 Instructional Assistants Salaries $13,962,930 -$799,707 $13,163,223
500-91116 Coach Salaries $712,702 $712,702
540-91117 Transportation Salaries $4,374,990 -$86,223 $4,288,767
500-91118 Supplemental Program Salaries $1,635,466 -$47,500 $1,587,966
500-91119 Custodial Salaries $7,541,209 -$149,314 $7,391,895
500-91120 Maintenance Service Salaries $2,322,454 -$317,161 $2,005,293
500-91121 Administrative Clerical Salaries $3,607,045 -$70,598 $3,536,447
500-91122 School Clerical Salaries $2,420,178 -$44,357 $2,375,821
500-91123 Non Instructional Salaries $2,738,924 -$55,473 $2,683,451
540-91124 Crossing Guard Salaries $518,320 -$334,482 $183,838
500-91133 School Nurse Salaries $5,973,882 -$117,162 $5,856,720
500-91134 Educational Support Salaries $4,174,342 -$138,272 $4,036,070
540-97201 Transportation Overtime Salaries $700,000 -$14,000 $686,000
500-97203 Custodial Overtime Salaries $1,122,051 -$22,001 $1,100,050
500-97204 Maintenance Overtime Salaries $161,627 -$3,169 $158,458
500-97205 Support Overtime Salaries $73,780 -$1,447 $72,333

Salary Total $254,170,164 -$7,321,398 $246,848,766

500101-96000 Retirement $19,683,751 $19,683,751
540103-92000 Transportation $18,030,031 -$7,467,509 $10,562,522
500122-92000 Athletic Ordinary Maintenance $465,819 $465,819
500123-96000 Health Insurance $51,521,725 -$328,174 $51,193,551
500125-92000 Other Insurance Programs $63,086 $63,086
500129-96000 Workers Compensation $1,967,646 $1,967,646
500130-92000 Personal Services $2,662,087 -$301,372 $2,360,715
500132-92000 Tuition $20,068,553 $20,068,553
500133-92000 Printing & Postage $317,272 $317,272

500-92204 Instructional Materials $3,965,969 -$543,780 $3,422,189
500136-92000 Miscellaneous Educational OM $4,141,378 -$5,000 $4,136,378
500137-96000 Unemployment Compensation $732,000 $732,000
500146-92000 Building Utilities $6,230,254 $6,230,254
500152-92000 Facilities Ordinary Maintenance $4,435,469 -$89,303 $4,346,166

Non Salary Total $134,285,040 -$8,735,138 $125,549,902

Total General Fund Budget $388,455,203 -$16,056,536 $372,398,668
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