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          ITEM:  ros #1-3 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE:  FINANCE AND OPERATIONS 
 

DATE OF MEETING:  Tuesday, May 25, 2021 

 

 

ITEM: Administration  (January 12, 2021) 
 

FY22 PRELIMINARY BUDGET ESTIMATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIOR ACTION:  

 

2-4-21  - Mr. Allen provided an overview of the FY22 Preliminary Budget 

Estimates by highlighting that: 

- The FY22 Budget, as presented by the Governor, will result in a 
budget less than the FY21 Budget adopted last June before the 

late summer budget reductions.  

- The district has seen an enrollment decline of 1,058 students or 

a 4.2 percent drop off from the prior year. Seventy one percent 

of this decline is at the pre-school and kindergarten levels. 
- Due to the enrollment decline, the FY22 Foundation Budget and 

the FY22 General Fund Budget are less than the original budget 

amounts adopted last year. 

- The total Budget increase needed for the FY22 Baseline Level 

(restored one-time spending cuts) and 3% inflation growth is 

$25,236,317. 
- The Student Opportunity Act provides an $18.8 million 

foundation budget increase  

- The difference between Hold Harmless Enrollment and Hold 

Harmless Funding is:   (Continued on page 2.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKUP:   

 

Annex A  (15 pages) contains a copy of the FY22 proposed Budget recommendations. 
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PRIOR ACTION (continued) 

 

2-4-21  (continued) 

o Declining enrollment often results in lower foundation 

budget amounts for those districts. This could result in 

needing less Chapter 70 state aid to meet the foundation 

budget. 

o The state uses Hold Harmless Funding to protect school 
districts by providing no less in Chapter 70 state aid than 

received in the previous year. 

o The FY21 Hold Harmless Amount is $361.3 million. 

- Hold Harmless Enrollment recognizes an unprecedented 

statewide enrollment decline attributed to the pandemic. 

o Fourty-six percent of statewide enrollment decline is at the 
Pre-K and Kindergarten level. 

o It levels the funding for anticipated return of Pre-K and 

Kindergarten students next year that did not enroll this 

year. 

- The redevelopment of Saint-Gobain property will require that the 
Facilities Department vacate their space before the end of this 

year. This space was at no cost to the system.  Therefore, the 

FY22 Budget will reflect facility rental costs that did not exist 

prior to this year. 

  Ms. Novick requested that the benchmark for the employment of 
teachers and other Foundation Accounts be added to the 

presentation for the Legislative Meeting that will be held on Friday, 

February 26, 2021. 

  Mr. Allen stated that he will add into the presentation for the 

Legislative Meeting information regarding Staff Development, 

Maintenance and the Chronic underfunding due to spending in other 
areas as well as any other pertinent information.  

 Ms. Novick made the following motion: 

 Request that the Administration make certain that the School Site 

Councils meet with their school principals to review the school-based 

Budgets prior to meeting with the Administration.  
 On a roll call of 7-0, the motion was approved. 

 Mr. Foley asked if the Administration could work with New England 

School Development Council (NESDEC) to see if the enrollment 

decline is part of a decline in the Northeast expected to happen in 

public schools and higher education or is it the case that children are 
being kept at home or attending school elsewhere. 

 Mr. Allen stated that the system does belong to the New England 

School Development Council (NESDEC) and uses its annual 

enrollment forecasts as part of the budget planning.  He further 

stated that he would forward the enrollment forecasts to the School 
Committee once he receives them. 

 Mr. Foley made the following motion: 

 Request that the item be referred to the Standing Committee on 

Finance and Operations. 

 On a roll call of 7-0, the motion was approved. 
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