
English Learner 
Parent Advisory 
Council Meeting

May 3, 2023
10-11 AM on Zoom
6-7:30 PM at the 
Boys and Girls Club

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lkEoAnZSR8


Control your audio 
and video here.

Interpretation available.  
Select your language here.



Introductions

District Team

● Carmen Melendez-Quintero
○ Director of Multilingual Education

● Ivonne Pérez
○ Chief Diversity Officer

● Erin Goldstein
○ Assistant Director of Multilingual Education

● Julie Taka
○ Supervisor of Multilingual Education

● Nelsy Peppler
○ Multilingual Education Department Head

● Casey Starr and Déborah González
○ Co-Directors of Family and Community 

Engagement

Parent Planning Team 

● Denise Dezan
● Damaris Florida López
● Perla Gillitlie
● Lara Lascano
● Vera Martinoska
● Sylvia Nyambura
● Damaris Ortega López
● Lucas Sosa
● Linda Tilleman



What is ELPAC?

English Learner Parent 

Advisory Council

For parents/guardians of:

● Current English learners

● Former English learners

To advise the district and School 
Committee on matters that pertain 
to English learners.

Read more about ELPACs:

● DESE’s ELPAC resources

● WPS’ ELPAC webpage

https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/families/elpac/
https://worcesterschools.org/student-support/multilingual-education/english-learner-parent-advisory-council-elpac/


● Review information about 
multilingual education programs

● Share information about diverse 
summer programs and events

● Share feedback on this year 
and share ideas for next year

Our Meeting Goals



Multilingual Education

in the

Worcester Public Schools



The WPS Office of Multilingual Education is driven by the following:

Mission To advance equity and excellence in the education of multilingual 

learners in the Worcester Public Schools.

Vision All learners will excel academically, develop multilingualism, embrace 

diverse identities, and civically engage in local and global communities.

Values ● Asset-Based Approaches: We acknowledge and integrate the diverse 

linguistic and cultural practices of multilingual learners, families, and 

communities as essential for education.

● Equity: We pursue policies and practices that ensure equitable 

educational opportunities for multilingual learners.

● Collaboration: We partner with students, families, communities, and 

colleagues to fulfill our collective responsibility. 

● Professionalism: We commit to high standards of excellence and 

professional growth to strengthen our practices and programs.



Who are our multilingual learners?

*Data is current as of May 2, 2023.

14,753 students speak a 

language other than English 

at home.

8,169 students 

speak Spanish.

1,619 students 
speak 

Portuguese.

4,965 students speak more than 70 

other languages.

We have more than 
25,000 students. 4,862 

students were 
born outside 
of the United 

States.

Our students 
were born in 
more than 

100 
countries.

Our most frequently 

spoken languages 

are…

● English

● Spanish

● Portuguese

● Twi

● Vietnamese

● Arabic

● Albanian

● Swahili

● Nepali

● French

● Haitian Creole





What programs does WPS offer for MLs?

Programs in English
● Sheltered English Immersion
● Sheltered English Immersion for Students with 

Limited and Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE)

Programs in English and Spanish
● Dual Language
● Transitional Bilingual Education

All Multilingual Education Program options include ESL instruction for ELs through 
an ELD class (secondary) or pull-out, push-in, or co-teaching (elementary).

For more on 
MLE 

programs, 
check out 

our 
information 
sheet and 

DESE’s ELE 
webpage.World Language:  The district also offers World Language classes in grades 7-12 

for heritage speakers (including ELs and non-ELs) and students learning a new 

language.  Currently, we offer Spanish, French, Latin, and American Sign Language.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EuWYNJ18nA7R9krS3sa7LtY1jp933Af/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EuWYNJ18nA7R9krS3sa7LtY1jp933Af/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11EuWYNJ18nA7R9krS3sa7LtY1jp933Af/view
https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/


Legal Rights of Parents/Guardians

Parents/guardians of ELs have the right to:

● choose a multilingual education program 
among those offered by the district;

● visit a multilingual education program in the 
district;

● attend available meetings to learn more 
about the multilingual education programs 
offered in the district;

● request a new multilingual education 
program in accordance with state law; and,

● withdraw their child from a multilingual 
education program.



Multilingual Education

Diverse Summer Programs

✽ ✽ ✽

Worcester Public Schools

Worcester Public Schools



WPS Summer Programs

Check out the 
“Recent News” 

section on 
the WPS webpage
(https://worcester
schools.org/) for 

updates.

https://worcesterschools.org/
https://worcesterschools.org/
https://worcesterschools.org/


WPS Summer Programs for All Elementary Students

● Elementary Summer School Registration
○ Open to students entering grades 1- 6 at any WPS school

○ Located at Canterbury, Chandler Elementary, Clark Street, Columbus Park, Elm  Park, City View, 

Columbus Park, Elm Park, Goddard, Grafton Street, Heard Street, Jacob Hiatt, Lakeview, May 

Street, Midland Street, Quinsigamond, Roosevelt, Vernon Hill, and Woodland

○ Runs June 26-July 20, 8 AM-12 PM or 9 AM-1 PM

● Worcester Arts Explorers Camp
○ Open to students entering grades 4-6 at any WPS school

○ Located at Nelson Place Elementary School

○ 3 camp sessions

■ Session 1: July 10-14, 9 AM-1 PM

■ Session 2: July 17-21, 9 AM-1 PM

■ Session 3: July 23-28, 9 AM-1 PM

● Robotics Summer Camp
○ Open to students entering grades 4-6 at any WPS school

○ Located at Nelson Place Elementary School

○ 2 camp sessions

■ Session 1: July 10-14, 9 AM-1 PM

■ Session 2: July 17-21, 9 AM-1 PM

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeS1o3Zo8u4kdumGYucPR9auDu7Wj7RBFD-SnaXCnO9f20buA/viewform
https://worcesterschools.org/worcester-arts-explorers-camp/
https://worcesterschools.org/robotics-camp/


WPS Summer Programs for All Secondary Students

● Middle School Summer Courses 
○ Open to all current middle school students

○ English language arts, Science, Math, Physical Education, and Social Skills

○ Special Education and ESL support provided

○ Located at each middle school

○ June 26-July 20, Monday to Thursday, 8 AM- 12 PM or 9 AM - 1 PM

○ Breakfast and lunch will be provided

○ Transportation will be provided, if eligible

● High School Summer Courses
○ Open to all current high school students who need to recover courses

○ Special Education and ESL support provided

○ Located at each high school

○ June 26-July 20, Monday to Thursday, 8 AM- 12 PM or 9 AM - 1 PM

○ Breakfast and lunch will be provided

○ Transportation will be provided, if eligible

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGRBm_kAxDbCtfACsrmfxzu3jw6iHBVdD8YVrqfXOvgQ8NoQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGRBm_kAxDbCtfACsrmfxzu3jw6iHBVdD8YVrqfXOvgQ8NoQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf87xGoZAzHHs-sh-0y7CzjxaYU_iu86Mf2ds8vJ82CibKRTw/viewform


WPS Summer Programs for Multilingual Learners

● Secondary ESL and College and Career Readiness Summer Program @ QCC

○ Students currently in grades 9-11

● Middle School ESL @ Claremont Academy

○ Students currently in grades 7 and 8

● Secondary Spanish Math @ Claremont Academy

○ Students currently in grades 7-11

● Bilingual Elementary @ Flagg Street

○ Students currently in Kindergarten through grade 6 in a TBE or Dual Language 

Program

● NCC Elementary Program @ Clark Street

○ Students currently enrolled in the NCC Elementary Program

Click here for an 

overview of all of 

these programs.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XLDQ5DGY7CBLVWe9W2CXRb44xLcnqLdDFvWIsxp-h5U/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15afLJfvpl-XMvxL3DA0praGczaHwmHh58CuJDv3H_HE/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AlbotTzPRSKDr-OCUD45l6Jvc36qJob9syca2T4Q_1Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AlbotTzPRSKDr-OCUD45l6Jvc36qJob9syca2T4Q_1Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AlbotTzPRSKDr-OCUD45l6Jvc36qJob9syca2T4Q_1Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DDvczqO1ESQak7pBdoAyq_Kl097ga9VVDcqpvX-d2Mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DDvczqO1ESQak7pBdoAyq_Kl097ga9VVDcqpvX-d2Mg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K_zsjYEIQ8K7P5PqLtS43mrS4WK02gnAYFNXd4IyiXM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AlbotTzPRSKDr-OCUD45l6Jvc36qJob9syca2T4Q_1Y/edit


A special workshop for 

families of DL and TBE 

students will be provided 

at this conference.  More 

information will be 

available this summer.



Multilingual Education

Diverse Summer Programs 

and Events

✽ ✽ ✽

City of Worcester and 

Community Partners

Vthe



Summer Programs 2023

Summer Reading Program
Students grades 3 -12

July 10 – August 4
Monday – Thursday, Noon – 4:30 pm
Students will work on completing their WPS summer reading requirement 
and much more!

● Read, think, write, and have fun with books
● Play sports, games, and computers
● ROBOTICS!
● Make art
● Field trips!
● Lunch served
● Fun for all! 

Workforce Development Program
Students grades 10 -12

July 10 – August 4
Monday – Thursday, 10 am-Noon
Students will explore the job application process with the goal of a summer 
job.

● Produce resume and cover letter
● Practice completing applications
● Practice interviewing skills
● Learn about finding jobs, apply for jobs
● Breakfast and lunch served
● Field trips!

ACE Summer 

Programs

See ACE 

webpage for 

more 

information.

The Worcester Public Schools is not 

responsible for, or connected with, any 

aspect of this program and participation is 

the sole decision and responsibility of the 

parent/guardian.

https://www.africancommunityeducation.org/
https://www.africancommunityeducation.org/


ACE Africa Day 

2023

The Worcester Public Schools is not 

responsible for, or connected with, any 

aspect of this program and 

participation is the sole decision and 

responsibility of the parent/guardian.



Cultural 

Exchange 

Through Soccer

The Worcester Public Schools is not 

responsible for, or connected with, any 

aspect of this program and 

participation is the sole decision and 

responsibility of the parent/guardian.



Click here to register.

Recreation 

Worcester 

Summer Camp

The Worcester Public Schools is not responsible 

for, or connected with, any aspect of this 

program and participation is the sole decision 

and responsibility of the parent/guardian.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIlQlKnDmFxerz8oa_LfW8RO7WlT2E-aQRCTesHPpbgYfDTQ/viewform


Click here

to access 

this flyer.

Worcester 

Public 

Library 

Event

The Worcester Public Schools is not 

responsible for, or connected with, any 

aspect of this program and 

participation is the sole decision and 

responsibility of the parent/guardian.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVVD2tM6VicOrS-8gfE--PNw9qjcgfVC/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVVD2tM6VicOrS-8gfE--PNw9qjcgfVC/view?usp=share_link


Summer Festivals and Events in Worcester

● Main South CDC’s University Park Concert Series

○ First event on May 10, 6-7:30 PM, Manolo Mairena y La Pura Vida

○ Additional concerts on May 17, 24, and 31 @ University Park

● Albanian Festival

○ June 2-4 @ St. Mary’s Church

● Worcester Middle Eastern Fest

○ June 9-11 @ St. George Orthodox Cathedral

● Black Heritage - Juneteenth Festival

○ June 17, 12-8 PM @ Institute Park

● SEACMA 20th Annual Asian Festival

○ June 18, 12-5 PM @ Worcester State University

● Annual African Community Education Festival

○ June 24 @ 51 Gage Street

● Independence Day Celebration

○ June 29 @ East Park

● George Street Bike Challenge for Major Taylor

○ July 23, 10 AM @ Main and George Street

● Latin American Festival

○ August (date TBD) @ Worcester Common

● Worcester Caribbean American Carnival

○ August 27 @ Institute Park
The Worcester Public Schools is not responsible 

for, or connected with, any aspect of this program 

and participation is the sole decision and 

responsibility of the parent/guardian.

https://allevents.in/worcester/manolo-mairena-y-la-pura-vida-university-park-concert-series/200024295581405
https://allevents.in/worcester/manolo-mairena-y-la-pura-vida-university-park-concert-series/200024295581405
https://albanianfestival.org/
https://www.worcestermiddleeasternfest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/blackheritagefestivalworcester
http://www.seacma.org/
https://www.africancommunityeducation.org/Our-Work/?view=events
https://www.discovercentralma.org/sp/worcester-fireworks-2023/
http://www.majortaylorassociation.org/events/georgestreet23.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/WCACACarnival/


Family Perspectives



Feedback from You

1. What went well for your child in Worcester Public 

Schools this year?

2. What are your hopes for next year?

3. Is there anything else you would like to share or 

ask?



Our Appreciation



Thank you to our community partners who 

participated in our ELPAC meetings this year!

Community Partner Contact Information

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BShixoWHqJymXF1FH966-p9K7McKVkN6FidTuR0vJOo/edit?usp=sharing


Thank you to Monano for our children’s 

activities tonight!!



Thank you to our hosts!!



Thank you to Garden Fresh!



Contact Information

Reach us at:

Carmen Melendez-Quintero
melendezquinteroc@worcesterschools.net

Ivonne Pérez
pereziv@worcesterschools.net

Erin Goldstein
goldsteine@worcesterschools.net

Julie Taka
takaj@worcesterschools.net

Casey Starr
starrc@worcesterschools.net

Déborah González
gonzalezdl@worcesterschools.net

For questions about ELPAC or to 
join the parent planning team:

Nelsy Peppler
pepplern@worcesterschools.net

774-530-1499

mailto:melendezquinteroc@worcesterschools.net
mailto:pereziv@worcesterschools.net
mailto:goldsteine@worcesterschools.net
mailto:takaj@worcesterschools.net
mailto:starrc@worcesterschools.net
mailto:gonzalezdl@worcesterschools.net
mailto:pepplern@worcesterschools.net


Thank you for 
joining us tonight.  

We look forward to seeing 
you next year. 
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